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WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSllY
May 16, 1995

WELCOME
On behalf of Western Michigan University, I am pleased to welcome
you to the 1995 Faculty Recognition Dinner.
This occasion marks a very significant transition for faculty who have ·
served this University long and well. Today you are joining the ranks
of a distinguished and impressive group of individuals. You have my
appreciation for your commitment to our University. It is precisely
this commitment which has helped build and maintain Western
Michigan University's fine reputation and which will sustain it in the
future.
Thank you for your fine efforts. We look forward to your future
success and well-being and to your continued involvement.
Sincerely,

Diether H. Haenicke
President

PROGRAM
Master of Ceremonies ... . .... . ....... Beverly (Penny) David
Trumpet Fanfare ....... . ..... . . . . ........ . . . Stephen Jones
Welcome . . . .... .. ................. Beverly (Penny) David
Introductions .. . ... . ... . . . . .. . ...... Beverly (Penny) David
A Toast: To Our Honorees ............ Beverly (Penny) David

DINNER
Greetings from the Faculty Senate .. . ....... Mary Anne Bunda
Recognition of Honorees: Presentation of
Emeriti Certificates .. .. . .. .. .. .. . Diether H. Haenicke
Welcome to the Ranks of Emeriti .......... .. . Thomas Coyne
Honorees' Response ... . .... . . ............... Stanley Robin
African-American Folktales:
In Retrospect .............. . Fran and Von Washington
Brown and Gold .................. ..... .. .. . . Sung By All
Directed by Marcella Faustman

Sherry and Wine Reception
With Punch

DINNER
Broccoli Nut Salad
Chicken Piccata
F ettucine Alfredo
Vegetable Francais
Rolls and Butter
Chocolate Mousse Delight
Beverages

HONORED GUESTS
T0night we honor 22 of our colleagues who are entering the ranks of
Western' s esteemed retired faculty. It is good to have this gathering
of those who through so many years have contributed so much to the
building of Western 's valued traditions, yet have always been attuned
to the imperatives of new directions.
We thank those retiring faculty for their years of dedicated service to
Western Michigan University and wish them a full and happy future.
By honoring the accomplishments of our retiring faculty, we also
honor the accomplishments of Western, for the two are inextricably
interwoven.
Harley Behm

Rachel Inselberg

Milton Brawer

Robert Kaufman

Donald Brown

George LeBonte

Richard Burke

George Miller

Roger Cole

L. Michael Moskovis

William Combs

Abraham Nicolaou

Charles Davis

John Provancher

Gordon Grinwis

Helenan Robin

Otto Grlindler

Stanley Robin

Graham Hawks

Archie Watson

Thomas Houser

Jeanne Williams

Harley D. Behm
Professor of Construction Engineering, Materials Engineering
and Industrial Design
Harley Behm is a native of Billings, Montana. He came to Western Michigan
University in 1967 as professor and chair of the Department of Transportation
Technology. He earned his Ph.D. from the University of Missouri and taught at
Northern Montana College and Southwest Oregon College. During his early
career at Western, Professor Behm developed the airport facility for instruction,
research, and aviation maintenance, testing, flight instruction, management, and
engineering.
In 1984 he became chairman of the Department of Engineering Technology. In
this capacity, he changed the orientation of department labs from teacher training
to technology. This necessitated construction of a new airport hangar, labs for
CAD/CAM engineering graphics and metrology, and a model shop. Professor
Behm 's research and publishing have been mainly in the fields of wood properties
and casting. In 1967 he received the Engineer of the Year Award from the Society
of Automotive Engineers. He is past chairman of the west Michigan section of
SAE.
Professor Behm has served in many special capacities for the University. In 1989
he was named interim dean of the College of Engineering and Applied Sciences
and in 1990-91 he was acting associate vice president for Academic Affairs. In
1991 he became director of Computing and Communication Services, a position
he held until his retirement this year. During this latter appointment, he was also
acting dean of the University Libraries at a time when on line services were being
developed and implemented. Through his extraordinary leadership and his ability
to design and implement new service structures, Professor Behm built an efficient
and reliable computer network that admirably serves the University's academic
computing and administrative data processing needs. He also supervised the
campus area-wide network, the IBM mainframe system, the VMS cluster, and
1,400 microcomputer workstations throughout the campus. He has been a member
and treasurer of MERIT, the provider of Mich Net network services, and a-member
of MIT , the Michigan Information Technology Network. Through his work with
MERIT and MITN, Harley has extended University service state wide, laid the
groundwork for network extension of resources to the community, and played a
leading role in initiating distance education through satellite television.
Professor Behm's many achievements for the University all bear his mark of
extraordinary faith in integrity and positive commitment to the tasks at hand. He
has been an inspiration to others to achieve and believe.
During retirement Harley plans to spend a lot of time with his wife, Mary Ellen,
and their children and grandchildren, and indulge in his hobbies of woodworking,
computing, boating, and automobile rebuilding.

9

Milton J. Brawer
Professor of Sociology

Milton Brawer has the unusual, perhaps unique, distinction of being hired "sight
unseen" to join the Western Michigan University faculty . Professor Brawer was
unable to return from Puerto Rico for an interview, so President Paul V. Sangren
offered him an assistant professorship in 1960, which he accepted. He achieved
tenure in 1965 , was promoted to associate professor in 1966 and to full professor
in 1971.
Professor Brawer was born in Paterson , New Jersey. He was drafted into the U.S.
Army out of college. Milt thought that he would join his comrades in arms at the
Battle of the Bulge in Europe, but was surprised when he was diverted to the
University of Chicago to study Japanese in preparation for the invasion of Japan.
He spent nearly nine months in Japan as an interpreter for the army of occupation.
Following the war, he returned to his education, receiving his bachelor ' s degree
from Harvard in economics in 1958, and his Ph.D. from Columbia in sociology in
1965.
Sociology was the first department at Western to offer a Ph.D. , and Professor
Brawer was instrumental in developing the graduate program and bringing the
Ph.D. to fruition. Professor Brawer's special fields are research procedures,
computer operations, demographic phenomena and methodology. His expertise in
these fields also made him invaluable to the development of the department's
Leonard C. Kercher Center for Social Research , of which he has served as both
associate and acting director. He has published numerous articles on community
mental health and American social class for the American Sociological Review
and the American Journal of Sociology .
Through his work on the Student Academic Grievance Committee, Milt helped
establish the student academic rights policy and the Ombudsman ' s position on
campus. In 1970 he became the University ' s first Ombudsman and served in that
capacity for nearly five years. As Ombudsman, Milt was able to persuade President
Miller to agree to a winter break week for the University . The positive and lasting
force of Milt's integrity and splendid policy development for the Ombudsman 's
office is felt to this day.
In the late seventies, Professor Brawer was the first person to serve simultaneously
on the boards of the Faculty Senate and Western' s chapter of the AA UP. He used
this opportunity to help create an environment wherein the two organizations
could work together fruitfully. Milt has worked tirelessly for the AAUP; he served
as president for two years, and as vice-president for many years . He 's al so served
many years as senator- at-large for the Faculty Senate and as recording secretary
for the Senate Executive Board.
In retirement Milt will spend more time with his wife, Neltje, and hi s children and
grandchildren, although he smilingly assures us that his traveling, motorcycling ,
gardening, reading and Internet surfing will not be neglected.
10

Donald J. Brown
Professor of Chemistry

Donald Brown was born in Utica, New York. He earned his B.A. in chemistry and
his Ph.D . in inorganic chemistry from Syracuse University.
Professor Brown was hired as an instructor in chemistry at Western Michigan
University by President Paul V. Sangren. During his early years with the department,
Don's field of research was magnetic susceptibility. Although he began work at
Westi!rn at a time of heavy teaching loads with limited time for research , Don
published widely in such scientific journals as lnorganica Chimica Acta , The
Journal of Medicinal Chemistry, Chemical Reviews , The Journal of Environmental
Health, The Journal of Soil and Water Conservation , and Nature. He also wrote a·
chapter in Rural Groundwater Contamination. Professor Brown has also served as
research assistant for both Allied Chemical Company and Dow Chemical Company,
and has been visiting research scientist at the University of London, and at York
University in Toronto.
In 1980 Professor Brown became associate director and then director of Western 's
Science for Citizens Center, and began a very productive period in the environmental
field. He is a valuable resource to many organizations in the state and nationwide
for his expertise on ground water database development. He has also served on
state panels for developing K-12 curricula in environmental education.
One of Don's strengths is his clarity of thought and expression. This has led to his
involvement in University-level service on many panels and committees, and his
long dedication to the Faculty Senate, which he has served as president and as a
very active past president. He has also served as treasurer for Western 's chapter of
the AAUP, and on the board of directors for both the Forum for Kalamazoo
County and the ACLU of Southcentral Michigan.
In retirement Don plans to continue to promote clean groundwater, and will serve
as an advisor on environmental affairs to the Kalamazoo Nature Centei:. He and
Mary also plan to spend time with their children and grandchildren, and they hope
to find time to indulge their love of travel.
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Richard T. Burke
Vice President for Regional Education and Economic Development and
Associate Professor of History
Richard Burke received his B.A. from Boston University in 1956, his M.A. from
the same institution in 1957, and his Ph .D. in history from Northwestern University
in 1969.
Professor Burke came to Western in 1964 to join the faculty in the department of
history. In 1971, he was named associate dean of the Graduate College. Six years
later, he became the dean of the Division of Continuing Education. In 1987, he
was appointed vice president for Regional Education and Economic Development
to oversee both regional education and the University's initiatives in economic
development.
Under Professor Burke's leadership, Western developed the state's second largest
off-campus education program with regional centers in five west Michigan
communities and with extensive non-credit conference activity throughout the
United States. He helped create new facilities for the University's regional centers
in Grand Rapids and Battle Creek, and played a key role in the establishment of
the University's master's degree in public administration oriented to serving the
needs of mid-career public servants. During his tenure as vice president, the
University launched the state's only MBA program delivered via satellite television
on the Michigan Information Technology Network.
Professor Burke also contributed to the successful effort to secure community and
federal funding to expand and relocate the University's School of Aviation
Sciences to the W.K. Kellogg Airport in Battle Creek and to develop a national
aviation academy. He was also actively involved in the development of Western 's
role in the Research and Technology Institute of West Michigan, located in Grand
Rapids.
During his tenure at Western Dick was very active in the community. In addition
· to serving five terms on the Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners from
1979 to 1988, he served as a director of the Kalamazoo County Community
Growth Alliance and the Convention and Visitor's Bureau. He also chaired the
City of Kalamazoo's Economic Development Corporation from 1990 through
1993. And he's been active in service to his profession, serving as a member of the
board of the National University Continuing Education Association and chairing
the Michigan Coordinating Council for Continuing Higher Education .
Although he has retired from Western, Dick Burke continues to be active in higher
education. He is now assistant chancellor for resource development at the University
of Massachusetts, Dartmouth. And at April commencement, Professor Burke was
awarded an honorary Doctor of Public Service degree from Western Michigan
University. As Dick says, "I am proud to be a Bronco!"
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Roger L. Cole
Professor of Foreign Languages and Literatures

Roger Cole received his B.A. in German from the University of Michigan in 1957.
He al so earned the M.A. and Ph.D. in Germanic languages and literatures from
Michi gan in 1958 and 1963 respectively. Professor Cole began teaching at Western
in 1959 as an instructor of German; he has been professor of German since 1971.
He has received many awards and grants including the Schwaibold Award and a
Rackham Grant from the University of Michigan, four research grants from
Western Michigan University, and a Fulbright Grant. He was also awarded four
sabbatical leaves and a professional development leave from Western.
Professor Cole has been actively engaged in research throughout his tenure at
Western Michigan University . He is the author of a book, The Ethical Foundations
of Rudolf Binding's Gentleman Concept , as well as many scholarly studies on
German humanism, especially that of the early 16th century in the region of
Alsace. Dr. Cole's research, which has been published in important professional
journals in the United States and Europe, is characterized by thoroughness, the use
of original sources in the original language, attention to detail, and uncompromising
standards of scholarship.
During his long career at Western, Professor Cole has distinguished himself by his
service to the profession , to his colleagues in the Department of Foreign Languages
and Literatures, and to the broader University community. He has served on
literally dozens of University committees and boards: the Faculty Senate Executive
Board, the University Library Committee, the Educational Policies Council, the
Graduate Studies Council, the International Education Advisory Committee, the
University Berlin Affiliation Committee, the Medieval Studies Advisory Board,
the Arts and Sciences Research Screening Committee, and the Teacher Education
Committee. Dr. Cole has also served on virtually every committee in the Department
of Foreign Languages and Literatures. As chair of the department (then called
Modern and Classical Languages) for eleven years (from 1970 to 1981 ), Professor
Cole was instrumental in the introduction of many new programs and policies, the
hiring of many excellent teacher-scholars, and the development of educational
and research opportunities for faculty. Professor Cole's tenure as chair was
characterized by the rapid growth of the department in an atmosphere of unsurpassed
collegiality and cooperation. In recent years. as the department's senior professor.
he has continued to inspire as a mentor to younger faculty in whose careers he has
always demonstrated sincere interest.

It seems safe to predict that in retirement. Roger will continue his research on
German humanism, and that a good part of that research will be conducted in
Alsace, since he and his wife (who has retained her French citizenship) travel to
France and Germany virtually every year to be with family and friends.

William Combs
Professor of English

William Combs joined the Department of English in 1962, coming to Western
Michigan University after having taught at Duke University for several years.
He ' s a native of Houston, Mississippi and earned his B.A. at the University of
Mississippi; he completed both the M.A. and the Ph.D. in English at Harvard
University .
Professor Combs has served the department of English as a teacher of poetry, 18th
century British literature, American literature, and Western world literature in
translation. He was made full professor in 1970, became the associate chair for
undergraduate studies in 1966 and served as chair of the department from 1982 to
1985. He was appointed a Fulbright Professor of English and American Literature
at the University of Jyvaskyla in Finland for the academic year I 970-71. His
experience there led to an enduring interest in Finnish language and literature,
which has included translating into English the contemporary retelling by the
Finnish poet, Paavo Haavikko, Rauta-Aika (The Iron Age), of Finland's national
poem, Kalevala. Professor Combs has returned to the University of Jyvaskyla as a
visiting lecturer and teacher in English and American literature on several occasions
since his Fulbright appointment. He has published criticism on a wide variety of
writers such as 18th century novelist Henry Fielding, the popular novelist Ross
Macdonald, and contemporary writers such as William Faulkner, Eudora Welty,
Mark Harris, and Stuart Dybek.
Professor Combs has been active in the University as well as the larger community.
Bill served the department as associate chair from 1966 to 1970 and as chair from
1982 to 1985. He has been active in Western's chapter of the AAUP since its
beginning, serving as chapter secretary, newsletter writer and editor, and member
of the executive committee. In the community, Bill has been active in the Chamber
Music Society of Kalamazoo, serving at various times as president and artistic
director; he has participated for several years in the University's Collegium
Musicum in which he plays recorders and joins in the singing "when needed;" he
has also been on the board of the Friends of the Kalamazoo Public Library; and
active in the Kalamazoo County Democratic Party.
Bill plans to stay active during retirement, reading and writing, "perhaps finishing
some of my dozen unfinished projects," and possibly "teaching a course now and
then" at the University. He ' ll also be busy listening to and "sort of' making
music ... and keeping up with his daughters and three grandchildren .
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Charles A. Davis
Professor of Electrical Engineering

Charles Davi s earned his B.S. from Michigan State University and his M.S. from
the University of Michigan, both in electrical engineering; he earned his Ph.D.
from Michigan State University.
Professor Davis began his career at Western as an assistant professor in 1967, was
promoted to associate professor in 1975 and to full professor in 1979. From 1985
to 1987 he was the associate director of Faculty Development, concentrating on
the improvement of teaching in higher education, especially engineering, and on
the orientation of new faculty at the University. From 1987 to 1989 he was
director of Campus Planning, Extension and Engineering, and was responsible f9r
the planning , design, and implementation of all engineering, major renovation,
new construction , and utility improvements at Western. Professor Davis's
professional engineering background includes work at Ford Motor Company, Bell
Laboratories, the Kellogg Company, and Sandia Corporation. His research
engineering interests have been in circuit design and development, power quality
measurement and assessment, and the application of computer simulation tools to
the analysis and design of electronic circuits and systems.
Professor Davis is the author of a Handbook for New College Teachers and
Teaching Assistants, published by Davis and Associates in 1992. He also has
written a textbook, Industrial Electronics : Design and Application, published in
1973 by C.E. Merrill; and he has published a handbook on Electrical Engineering
Design and Analysis Programs for the Programmable Calculator. Most recently
he has published a book of poetry called Poems in the Key of Life, which has
received critical acclaim. Professor Davis is board president of the Douglass
Community Association , and has been active in such community organizations as
the Kalamazoo Public Schools Curriculum Review Committee, the Kalamazoo
Central High School Parent Advisory Committee, the Kalamazoo Area Math and
Science Center Advisory Committee and the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People. He has served as a member of the 100 Men of
Kalamazoo (a minority youth development organization), chaired the Engineering
Consultant Selection Committee for the State of Michigan Office of Facilities, and
was appointed by the Governor to serve from 1979 to 1983 as a commissioner on
the General Industry Safety Standards Commission of OSHA for the State of
Michigan. Other community service includes serving on the Kalamazoo Civic
Players Board and the Kalamazoo Civic Black Theatre Advisory Committee,
serving as president of the Kalamazoo chapter of the Michigan Society of
Professional Engineers, and serving on the Kalamazoo County Chamber of
Commerce City Charter Revision Task Force.
In his retirement Charles plans to explore creative writing full time, and will
remain active as a consultant. He also plans to remain active on the golf course!
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Gordon J. Grinwis
Associate Professor of Art

Gordon Grinwis was born in Grandville, Michigan. He attended Western Michigan
University where he received his bachelor's degree in 1959; he earned the master's
degree in painting and jewelry from Michigan State University in 1964. Western
Michigan University hired Mr. Grinwis as an instructor in art in 1961; he was
promoted to assistant professor in 1966 and to associate professor in 1971.
Professor Grinwis has taught a wide range of classes in art including watercolor,
drawing, design, creative process, nature of creativity, preparation for art teaching,
painting, and life drawing. Professor Grinwis has always had the great affection of
both his colleagues and his students for his positive approach not only to his
discipline, but to life itself. His classes have always been in demand by students,
and he has also served his department and the University well. He has served on
many departmental committees including the Promotion Review Committee, the
Foundation Area Committee (of which he has been chainnan), the Carmer
Scholarship Committee, the curriculum committee, and the Tenure Review
Committee to name but a few. He has also served on the College of Fine Arts'
Minority Retention and Recruitment Committee, and has represented the University
as an exchange professor to Chungnam National University in Korea.
Professor Grinwis has lectured often and widely on his special interests: watercolor
painting, American folk art, Oriental painting techniques, drawing, and quilting.
In 1980, he participated in an exchange professor program at Chungnam National
University in Korea to lecture, observe, and explore Oriental painting techniques.
In 1992 he researched, curated, lectured on, and hung the American Folk Art
Exhibition for the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts. In 1984 Professor Grinwis was
responsible for hanging the paintings for the opening of the new Fetzer Center at
Western Michigan University. Always a professor who has taught by example, he
has had his paintings widely exhibited in juried competitions and one-man shows
here at the University and in many regional shows. In 1988 he won the Department
of Art Merit Award, and in 1992 he won the Best of Show Award at the annual
juried regional artist competition at the Carnegie Center for the Arts. Many of his
paintings have been purchased for private and public collections.
In retirement Gordon plans to continue his explorations of the world's great works
of art as he pursues his interest in world travel. He will no doubt be able to be an
even more avid collector of American folk art. Gordon has been an extremely
dedicated, well respected, and popular member of the Department of Art faculty;
he is an asset to the department and the University; he will be sorely missed by
students and faculty alike.
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Otto Griindler
Professor of Comparative Religion

Otto Gri.indler was born in Burbach, Germany. He received an advanced degree in
history of theology from the University of Gottingen in 1952, and received the
Ph.D. in the history of Christian thought from Princeton Theological Seminary in
1961. He was appointed in the Fall of 1961 to the faculty of the newly developing
Department of Religion (now the Department of Comparative Religion) at Western
Michigan University. Because of the excellence of his scholarship and the high
quality of his teaching, he had achieved the rank of professor of religion by 1970.
Professor Gri.indler also quickly demonstrated a talent for administration and in
1976 the University appointed him director of the Medieval Institute, a position hehas held for nearly twenty years. Professor Gri.indler's leadership nurtured not
only the Medieval Institute, but the International Congress on Medieval Studies,
which is now held every year at Western Michigan University. Under his
directorship the Congress is now the largest such academic congress on medieval
studies in the world. Thousands of scholars from all over the world converge on
Westem's campus each spring to listen to and present lectures, to participate in
panel discussions, and to enjoy musical and theatrical presentations. Professor
Gri.indler has held membership and offices in the Society for Reformation Research ,
the Medieval Academy of America, the Medieval Association of the Midwest, and
the Consortium for the Teaching of the Middle Ages. In recognition of his service
to medieval studies, the Medieval Academy of America, in 1993, elected Otto
Gri.indler a Fellow of the Academy for life.
Professor Gri.indler has also served on a number of University councils and
committees, including the Educational Policies Council, the Research Policies
Council, and the German Academic Exchanges Committee. He has not only ably
combined first rate scholarship with administrative expertise, but has taught both
undergraduate and graduate courses in comparative religion and medieval studies.
He has published, edited, and translated a number of books, many articles, and has
widely traveled as a guest lecturer on both the North American continent and in
Europe.
Otto's friend and colleague, Tom Lawson, says of him: "He is an appreciator of
great art and architecture, plays the piano, at one time taught fencing, and can tell
mesmerizing stories." His many friends throughout the world know Otto by his
wonderful voice, his ubiquitous pipe, his astonishing multifaceted intellect, and
his humanity. In retirement Otto plans to stay active in research and writing,
lecturing both here and abroad, and consulting in medieval studies.
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Graham Hawks
Associate Professor of History

Graham Hawks was born in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin. He graduated from Wauwatosa
High School in I 946 and earned a B.S. degree in history from the University of
Rochester in 1950; he earned his M.S. in history from the University of WisconsinMadison in 1951. He served in the United States Army Medical Corps in the
Korean conflict from 1951 to 1953.
Following a short stint teaching history in Wisconsin high schools, Professor
Hawks earned the Ph.D. in history from the University of Wisconsin-Madison . He
joined the Western Michigan University faculty in September of 1960. Professor
Hawks has, throughout his teaching career, pursued two main fields of teaching
and research. The first is the history of the American West, including frontier
expansion and settlement, as well as some work in American Indian history. The
second is the history of Canada.
In addition to his teaching duties, Professor Hawks filled a number of administrative
positions at Western, including service as undergraduate advisor and administrative
assistant to the chair of the Department of History from 1970 to 1978. He was also
founder and first chair of the Canadian Studies Committee, and arranged many
interesting programs for an annual celebration of Canadian history. More recently,
Professor Hawks has served on the national screening committee for the Younger
Scholars Competition of the National Endowment for the Humanities. He has
published articles in the Historical Messenger of the Milwaukee County Historical
Society, and in the Wisconsin Magazine of History.
Graham is active with the Kalamazoo Optimists and will continue to pursue his
study of history and read for general pleasure during retirement.
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Thomas Houser
Professor of Chemistry

Thomas Houser was born in Chicago. He received his early training at Morgan
Park Junior College and at the Illinois Institute of Technology in Chicago, where
he earned his bachelor's degree in chemistry in 1952. He continued his studies of
chemistry at the University of Michigan, where he earned his master's degree in
organic chemistry in 1954 and the Ph.D. in physical chemistry in 1957.
Professor Houser chose to spend several years working in industry immediately
following his Ph.D. work. From 1957 to 1959 he was an assistant project chemist
for Standard Oil of Indiana, working on oil refining and solid rocket fuels
projects. He then moved to California, where he researched exotic rocket fuels as
principal scientist and supervisor of the Kinetics and Therrnochemistry Unit for
the Rocketdyne Research Department of Rockwell International.
Professor Houser came to Western Michigan University in 1964, moving into a
new house in the Arcadia area where he still lives with his wife, Carol. He has
always been able to combine chemical research with world travel, such as travel to
South America on an Air Force grant to confer with scientists in Argentina and
other countries. He has maintained almost continual federal research support over
the years in the fields of gas phase kinetics, air pollution from fossil fuels, and
supercritical water oxidation of organic pollutants. He also holds a patent for an
improved method for analyzing asphalt. Even today he is supported by a U.S.
Army grant to study methods for disposing of chemical munitions in an
environmentally acceptable way. During his years at Western, Professor Houser
has traveled to conferences all over the world to report on his research results, thus
enhancing the scientific reputation of Western Michigan University. In 1983 he
received one of the University's most prestigious awards: the Western Michigan
University Distinguished Faculty Scholar Award. He was inducted into the
University's chapter of Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society in 1989.
Throughout his career at Western, Tom has mentored many master's and doctoral
students, and has led many an undergraduate through the intricacies of the
physical chemistry course. Tom plans to stay active in his research in retirement;
he also plans to maintain an active world travel schedule, increase his visits with
his grandchildren, and (when his schedule allows) continue his singing with the
chorus of the Opera Grand Rapids Company.
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Rachel Inselberg
Professor of Education and Professional Development

Rachel lnselberg is a native of the Philippines who came to the United States as a
Fulbright Scholar; she was a fellow at the University of Illinois. She holds a
bachelor's degree in secondary education from Philippine Women 's University,
the M.S. degree in early childhood education from the University of Illinois , and
the Ph.D. in the same field from The Ohio State University.
Professor Inselberg joined Western Michigan University's faculty as an assistant
professor in 1966 after four years of teaching at Carnegie-Mellon University. She
became an associate professor in 1968, and was promoted to full professor in
1973. She is a founding member, with Mary Cain and Sara Swickard, of the Early
Childhood Education Unit in the Department of Education and Professional
Development. Her undergraduate and graduate teaching has included courses in
human development and learning, research methods, and the role of family and
society in the development of young children. Never one to spoon feed her
students, she challenges them to think, and she encourages them to develop an
interest in the sciences.
Professor Inselberg's research has included the study of measures of infant
development, comparing high and low socioeconomic groups, and exploration of
the effects of a language intervention program on children's later language
development. Her research on high school marriages has been published in several
journals and popular magazines, as well as in books of sociological readings. In
recent years, her research has focused on parent education involving welfare
mothers and infant stimulation as it affects infant development. Working with
Suzanne Davis, Professor Inselberg has initiated a study on the conditions associated
with science as a career choice among black scientists. She has also worked with
Ariel Anderson to conduct a pilot study on the attitudes towards and interests in
science courses among college students. Professor lnselberg has received research
grants from the U.S. Office of Education, the Kalamazoo Public Schools, the
Bronson Clinical Investigative Unit, and Western Michigan University.
Rachel 's plans for retirement include relearning Spanish, studying French, doing
volunteer work with Planned Parenthood , and traveling with her husband, Edgar,
who is a member of the Biological Sciences faculty. Their trips will take them to
the Philippines. the Netherlands, France, Switzerland, Israel. and Greece.
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Robert W. Kaufman
Professor of Political Science

Robert Kaufman received his B.S. in Social Science from the University of
Wisconsin ; he earned his M.A. in Public Administration and his Ph.D. in Political
Science and Public Administration from the American University. His
undergraduate education was interrupted by three years of military service in the
Pacific Theatre during World War II . Before completing his Ph.D. he served five
years as a research writer for Congressional Quarterly.
Professor Kaufman came to Western in 1959 as an assistant professor of Political
Science. He was promoted to associate professor in 1964 and to professor in 1971.
He served as the director of the University' s Institute of Public Affairs from 1970
until 1980 and as director of the Science for Citizens Center and the University
Center for Environmental Affairs from 1979 until 1984.
His teaching interests have included public administration, public policy, political
parties , interest groups, elections , and national political institutions. In recent
years, his focus has been on public policy, particularly environmental policy, and
on the American Presidency. As part of his sabbatical work during the 1992-93
academic year, he developed what he has called the "JFK" project, which was
designed as a self-executing project for students. He also did some of the early
research on Ronald Reagan during the time that Reagan was governor of California.
His "Governor Reagan's First Year" and "Ronald Reagan: A Republican Messiah"
were published in The North American Review in 1968. He is currently working
on an extensive project having to do with the "transfiguration of power" in the
U.S. political system.
Much of Professor Kaufman's research has dealt with environmental and energy
issues , including work on the Kalamazoo River basin and work on urban
transportation. Under his leadership as director of Western's Institute of Public
Affairs, he coordinated the development of the South Central Michigan Planning
Council and the region's Commission on Aging. He also worked with the National
Science Foundation to establish a Science for Citizens Center at the University
that included a career-oriented science program for minorities . Professor Kaufman
has served on many committees, councils, panels, and study groups; but his most
noteworthy efforts have been in the promotion and development of interdisciplinary
environmental studies. He was instrumental in securing the adoption of the
environmental studies program, and he served as the first director of the program
and the first director of the University Center for Environmental Affairs.
Bob ' s service to the University has been so extensive that he was awarded the
Distinguished Service Award in 1985. In a letter nominating him for that award,
Professor Ernest Rossi, the chair of the Department of Political Science at that
time, suggested that " One might well say that he has been 'Mr. Environmental
Studies' at Western Michigan University."
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George L. LeBonte
Associate Professor of Science Studies

George LeBonte was born in Hessville, Indiana. After attending high school in
Gary, he worked in the open hearth at United States Steel before being drafted into
the U.S. Army, where he served from 1957 to 1959. He attended the Gary
extension of Indiana University before relocating in Kansas City, Missouri, where
he married Nancy Y. Kosar in 1960.
Professor LeBonte earned the bachelor's degree in I 964 and the master's in 1967
from the University of Kansas City. He received the Ph.D. in 1977 from the
University of Missouri-Kansas City.
Professor LeBonte served as an instructor in the College of General Studies before
being appointed as an assistant professor in 1972. He was promoted to associate
professor in 1984. During his tenure at Western Michigan University, he has
taught several social science courses including Social Bases of Human Behavior,
Human Communication, and Seminar in Contemporary Issues; most recently he
has taught Self and Social Images, In Pursuit of Awareness, Introduction to Public
Administration, and a course in the Lee Honors College, Human Dimensions of
Environmental Problems.
During the last few years, George has spent much of his spare time on horseback!
He and his favorite horse are learning the joys and frustrations of the teamwork
involved in hunting and jumping. George is sure to pursue this new interest with
increasing vigor during his retirement years!
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George S. Miller
Associate Professor of Education and Professional Development

George Miller was born in Rochester, Michigan. He earned his B.A. degree in
history from the University of Michigan in 1951; he received both the M.A. in
educational philosophy and the Ed.D. in curriculum theory from Wayne State
University . Dr. Miller came to Western Michigan University in 1965 and has
served the Department of Education and Professional Development with distinction
and leadership.
Professor Miller has always enjoyed his reputation as a distinguished teacher. He
was significantly influenced by the work of Dr. Earl Kelley, and has steadfastly
followed his teaching of the value of the individual's self worth and the responsibility
and freedom that goes with learning. Students at both the undergraduate and
graduate levels have consistently flocked to his classes and have given him high
evaluations. Professor Miller's years of successful public school teaching and
administrative work before joining Western ' s faculty provided a solid foundation
for his contribution to the study of teaching and learning. His peers have always
seen in him a superb thinker consistently serving the department in leadership
ranging from curriculum development to issues of policy. He has particularly
distinguished himself to his colleagues and students through his great expertise in
classroom organization and discipline.
Professor Miller served as director of the Western Michigan University Campus
School from 1967 to 1969. He was one of the creators and professors of the
master's degree Program for the Disadvantaged in the late I 960's. He served as
assistant chair of the Department of Education and Professional Development in
1974-75.
Throughout his years at Western, Professor Miller has provided dedicated leadership
to his colleagues and the entire University community through his work with the
American Association of University Professors. He has served this organization in
many capacities including president, chief negotiator, and grievance officer. His
work helped engender a rare degree of unity, cooperation and progress for the
educational programs at the University . In 1985 he was elected to the National
Council of the AAUP, serving with distinction in several leadership capacities. He
has also served on the executive committee and has been vice president of the
Michigan AAUP. The Western Michigan University chapter of the AAUP honored
him in 1986 with the Ralph N. Miller A ward for Exceptional Service.
George and Elizabeth are looking forward to continuing their world travels during
retirement. George will also now find more time to spend with his hobbies of
stamp collecting, bird watching, and studying the history of sports.
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L. Michael Moskovis
Vice President for Institutional Advancement
and Professor of Business Information Systems
L. Michael Moskovis has served Western Michigan University with great distinction
both as faculty member and as administrator for some thirty-three years. He's a
native of Akron, Ohio, attended public schools there, and began his teaching
career in the Akron public school system following his graduation from Miami
(Ohio) University in 1955. He left public school teaching in 1961 to pursue hi s
advanced education at New York University, where he earned his M.A. in 1962:
he received his Ph.D. in 1967 from Michigan State University.
Professor Moskovis came to Western Michigan University in 1962 as associate
professor in the College of Business. In 1969 he left Western Michigan University
for a couple of years to become chairman of secondary education for Cleveland
State University's newly reorganized College of Education. Mike returned to
Western in 1971 as professor and department head of Business Information
Systems, where for six years he led a staff of 32 in planning and teaching a variety
of undergraduate and graduate programs. In 1977 he was appointed assistant vice
president for Academic Affairs at Western, from which position he was promoted,
in 1983, to associate vice president for academic affairs. His responsibilities in
Academic Affairs included overseeing the $55 million academic budget, serving
as liaison between the AAUP and Academic Affairs, and approving academic
personnel requests.
In 1988 he served for a year as associate vice president for Regional Education and
Economic Development, where one of his responsibilities was planning and
construction oversight of University regional centers in Grand Rapids and Benton
Harbor. Later that year, he became vice president for Institutional Advancement
and President of the Western Michigan University Foundation . During his tenure
the largest capital campaign in the University's history was successfully completed,
raising over $64 million-13 percent over the campaign's goal and 15 months
ahead of schedule.
Following these eventful years in administration, Professor Moskovis decided it
was time to return to the classroom. In the fall of 1993 he became professor of
Business Information Systems in the Haworth College of Business.
Mike and his wife, Dorothy Selinger, who has also recently retired (from IBM) ,
have decided to consolidate their far-flung abodes. They'll be moving to an 18th
century house in a colonial village in New Castle, Delaware where Mike will be
able to indulge his passion for 18th century decorative arts. He plans to do
volunteer work at Winterthur and two historic house museums in New Ca~tle.
Mike says that "after commuting between Kalamazoo, Delaware, and New York
for 24 years, it's going to be rather nice to settle down in two places rather than
three!"
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Abraham Nicolaou
Professor of Special Education

Abraham Nicolaou joined Western Michigan University's Department of Special
Education faculty in 1970. He received all of his formal education from the
University of Michigan, earning a B.A. degree in English literature, both M.S . and
Ph.D. degrees in education and a School Psychologist Diagnostician Certificate.
While attending graduate school he served as a teacher at the Boy's Training
School in Whitmore Lake, Michigan; he then served several years at the Children's
Psychiatric Hospital in Ann Arbor.
In 1967 Professor Nicolaou started his career in higher education at the University
of Delaware where he taught course work and coordinated the training program
for teachers of students with emotional disturbance. Three years later, he joined
Western Michigan University's faculty and went on to coordinate three different
training programs in special education: for teachers of students with emotional
impairments, for teachers of students with autism, and for educators. He received
several grants to develop those programs and to support student enrollment. The
University's special education teacher training programs owe much of their
success to his many years of dedicated service.
Over the years, Professor Nicolaou has maintained contact with chi ldren with
disabilities, their families, and service providers in the field. He served on the
board of the Michigan Association for Teachers of Emotionally Disturbed Children
and the board of the Kalamazoo-Battle Creek Society for Autistic Students. He
also served on the planning committee for the XII World Congress of the
International Association of Workers for Troubled Children and Youth. Throughout
his career he has kept in touch with his colleagues "in the trenches," and has
nurtured strong relationships between the University and area K-12 schools.
Professor Nicolaou has left his department a legacy of accomplishments, and he
has had a great and positive impact on individual li ves. Throughout the years, he
has been regarded as a faculty member to whom students could turn for guidance
and encouragement. His calm and confident demeanor helped students with the
toughest problems persevere to reach their goals. Abraham will be missed by his
colleagues for his problem-solving and communication skills, which were an
important human contribution to the Department's well-being.
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John Provancher
Professor of Instructional Media

John Provancher was
received his university
B.A. in social science
from the University in

born in Kingsford in Michigan's Upper Peninsula. He
training at Western Michigan University , graduating with a
in 1959. He earned his M.A. in modem European history
1968.

Professor Provancher brought to his work at the University excellent training from
the commercial electronic news field. In 1966 he joined the small but growing
staff of the broadcasting department at Western Michigan University as a media
producer and instructor of broadcasting. From 1969 to 1990, John was manager of
Photo and Graphics Production Services and manager of Motion Picture Services.
From 1990 to 1994 he was manager of the Media Resource Center. During this
time, he held academic rank as well , rising from instructor to full professor of
Instructional Media by 1984. He taught many courses for the University including
Criticism of the Mass Media, Broadcast Journalism, and Film Production.
Professor Provancher has a rare ability to synthesize sound and sight (whether still
or motion pictures) in productions uniquely effective in supporting the instructional,
research, information, and public relations aims of the University. He is unusually
sensitive to what will work and what won't, and his advice on matters of technique,
taste, and integrity is virtually infallible.
Professor Provancher ' s audio and visual publications are too numerous to mention
here, but some of them have received national and international recognition. He
was producer-director of a videotape, Rememhering the Mentha Mint Farm ,
which received the Philo T. Farnsworth Award of the National Association of
Local Cable Programmers in 1990; he was cinematographer for the film, Paolo
So/eri: Arcosanti , awarded the Silver Medal at the International Film and TV
Festival in 1983. In 1973 he was associate producer, cinematographer, and editor
of the film Return, which received the CINE Golden Eagle Award, the CONI
Silver Medal, Cortina (Italy) Film Festival , and Special Mention at the Prague
Film Festival.
John has been a member of many professional organizations in the fields of
educational technology and visual arts, and he ' s a devoted member of the board of
the Fontana Concert Society. He's no less a devoted Anglophile, Savoyard. opera
fan, connoisseur of fine English beers, and is an enthusiastic Bronco hockey fan.
John says that in retirement he ' s going to "do what I want, when I want to ... so
long as it's legal, and I can afford it." He will , too!
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Helenan S. Robin
Professor of Political Science

Helenan Robin received her Ph.D. in political science from Michigan State
University in 1962. She came to Western in 1963 on a half-time temporary
appointment to teach courses in political science and sociology. She was promoted
to assistant professor (half-time) of Sociology in 1963, and joined the Political
Science Department as a continuing, half-time assistant professor in 1969. She
was promoted to associate professor in 1974 and to full professor in 1985, while
still on a continuing, half-time appointment. In 1988 she moved to full-time
status as professor of Political Science.
Professor Robin has been an outstanding teacher throughout her years at Western.
She has taught over twenty different courses in sociology, public administration
and political science, but the core of her teaching has been in the areas of research
methods and statistics. Not only has she taught undergraduates and graduates, she
has taught many of her colleagues about the mysteries of statistical analysis. In
recent years, she has developed an interest in teaching urban politics at both the
undergraduate and graduate levels. One of her favorite courses has dealt with
comparative urban development, where she begins with cities in 8000 B.C. and
traces their development through I 0,000 years of history. She is remembered by
her students for the time and energy that she devoted to helping them with their
research. She has directed over twenty M.A. theses and chaired or served on a
number of doctoral dissertation committees.
In recent years, her research interests have focused on political action committees,
particularly the role they play in state elections. She has done comparative
research on urban areas, including work on new towns of the 1980s. One of her
favorite projects, done with her husband, Stan, has been a historical analysis of the
decline and rejuvenation of the neighborhood in the South Bronx where Stan grew
up. Professor Robin has also provided the University, her college and her
department with an unbelievable record of service, particularly considering that
she only had a half-time appointment for most of her years at Western. A partial
listing of her service includes service on the Faculty Senate since 1977, including
the Senate Executive Board for a number of those years. She chaired the Ad Hoc
Faculty Senate Committee on Female Faculty Salaries and co-chaired the Ad Hoc
Faculty Senate Committee on the Economic Status of Women Faculty. Last year
she was given the Political Science Department's Special Service Award for the
role she played in the advancement of the Ph.D. program.
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Stanley S. Robin
Professor of Sociology

Stanley Robin came to Western Michigan University in August 1965 as an
associate professor and within four years was promoted to full professor rank. His
teaching and research interests covered a broad range of subareas in sociology:
political sociology, social movements, stratification, methodology, and role theory .
The range is reflected in his many publications and in papers presented at
professional meetings .
Professor Robin has compiled a distinguished service record as president of the
Faculty Senate, editor of the Sociological Focus , member of the Executive Board
of the Faculty Senate, chair of his department's Executive Council, and a member
of the AAUP bargaining team . These are only a few of the many organizations and
committees he has served during his nearly three decades at Western. His extensive
administrative experience has also served the department and the University well.
He has been director of the Kercher Center for Social Research and director of the
Sociology graduate program, as well as a member of the Research Policies
Council, the Graduate Studies Council, and many more.
Professor Robin was born in Pottsville, Pennsylvania, but lived in Manhattan from
the time he was 18 months old until he was seven. He finished high school in
Morristown , Tennessee and , when Ohio became part of his father's business
territory, Stan enrolled in that state's largest public university: The Ohio State
University . He received his bachelor's and master's degrees in 1955 and 1957
from that institution, and he earned the Ph.D. from Purdue University in I 962.
It was during his graduate school days at The Ohio State University that Stan
became active with the Lyric Theatre, an independent opera production company.
He performed in Italian operas (in English translations), and in the works of
Gilbert and Sullivan. After moving to Kalamazoo, he found time to sing lead in the
Mall City Chorus, a barbershop quartet.
It is during his retirement years that Stan fondly anticipates moving from the
teaching stage at Western to the acting stage; he is ready to accept the challenges
found in both straight and musical roles. Stan will also continue his interest in his
academic discipline, but largely from the sunny state of Florida, where he and his
wife, Helenan, will spend most of their time, when they are not traveling in some
foreign land or researching the urban changes in New York's South Bronx.
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Archie E. Watson
Assistant Professor of Education and Professional Development

Archie Watson's association with Western Michigan University began in 1970
and covers two and a half decades, but his career in education began much earlier.
After receiving his bachelor's degree in speech education from Michigan State
University in 1956, Professor Watson taught English, speech, drama, journalism,
debate, sociology, civics, and reading improvement in the Flushing Community
Schools, and the Flint Bentley Schools. He was also involved in extra-curricular
activities, such as advisor to the school newspaper and director of debate and
forensics.
Professor Watson received his M.A. degree in teacher education from Michigan
State University in 1960. In 1961 Michigan State employed him as a coordinator,
and then head of the Distribution and Facilities Services Division of the Instructional
Media Center. He was responsible for providing media services to the faculty. He
also taught media courses and was a media consultant for schools and other
educational institutions throughout the United States.
From the time he came to Western to the present, he has been an integral part of
the Department of Education and Professional Development. Early on he taught
courses in audio-visual media. From 198 I to 1983 Professor Watson served as
interim director of the Educational Resources Center. For the past ten years, he has
taught courses in secondary teacher education and coordinated the field experiences
for interns. He was instrumental in developing the cluster site concept in the
Covert school system.
In 1980 Professor Watson received the Western Michigan University Alumni
Teaching Excellence Award. He has served two terms as vice president of the
Michigan Association for Media in Education, and in 1982 he received the
Association's Executive Committee Service Award.
Archie's retirement plans include travel throughout America with his wife, Carole,
in their recently purchased pickup truck and fifth-wheel camper. Archie also will
continue his interest in and support of local schools, perhaps working with new
public school teachers as a mentor.
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Jeanne LeBlanc Williams
Assistant Professor of Education and Professional Development

Jeanne LeBlanc Williams was born in Kansas City, Missouri. She earned her
bachelor's degree at Southern University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana in 1954; in
1971 she received her master's from Eastern Michigan University, specializing in
classroom management; and in 1981 she earned her E.Ed. from the University of
Michigan, specializing in curriculum and instruction. At Michigan , Professor
Williams was elected president of the Phi Delta Kappa chapter, making her the
first African-American president in the chapter's history.
Professor Williams came to Western Michigan University in 1984 from Eastern
Michigan University, where she had been guest lecturer in the College of Education.
At that time she and her family lived in Ann Arbor, and Western appointed her to
head the University's Southeast Regional Center for Student Teaching. A year
later Dr. Williams and her family moved to Kalamazoo, where she became
director of admissions, advisement, and field placements for Western 's College of
Education. "We were a family," she says of this time. She also saw a need for
bringing together students of color within the College of Education, and she
became a resource person for the department, assisting African-American graduates
to find jobs as teachers in local school districts. She also developed the Minority
Students for Teaching group to serve as another support system for students of
color. In 1986 the College appointed Professor Williams coordinator of special
minority recruitment, in which position she has coordinated an annual conference
that has brought hundreds of high school minority students, faculty, and parents to
Western's campus. Professor Williams moved out of field services in 1990 to
teach courses in foundations of education and classroom management for the
elementary education unit at the University.
Professor Williams has researched and published many articles on topics dealing
with student teacher placement, minority recruitment for teaching careers, and
field experiences for student teachers. She is a member of many professional
associations, and has served as panelist, speaker, editor, presenter, and coordinator
for many programs in her fields of expertise.
As a community volunteer Professor Williams has worked with Catholic Social
Services, provided clothing for underprivileged families through House by the
Side of the Road, given private piano lessons, and served as church organist. She
has also served as a choir director and in various capacities on the PTO board and
as a public school teacher. She continues to volunteer in libraries , the Kalamazoo
Institute of Arts, and the Beacon Imports Christian Self Help Programs .
Jeanne says that her plans definitely do not indude "retirement." She intends to
continue teaching in higher education, and will continue her involvement in
minority recruitment.
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ALMA MATER
(Brown and Gold)
Western Michigan University
Western we sing to you, Brown and Gold.
Western we bring to you, faith untold.
You challenge and inspire;
Your hope is our desire;
We sing to you our Alma Mater
Brown and Gold.

(James Bull '57 and Walter Gilbert '64)

The Faculty Retirement Recognition Committee
of the Faculty Senate
Garrard Macleod (Chair), Thomas Gossman, Beatrice Sichel, Janet
Stillwell and Emeriti Jack Asher and Raymond Dannenberg.
Special appreciation is extended to the Office of the President, Trudy
Stauffer and Suzanne M. Davenport of the Faculty Senate Office,
Randall K. Lung and the staff of Printing Services, Catering Services,
and all the others who participated in this event.

